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Convert a XLReporter Project from GE iFIX
native to iFIX OPC

Overview

An existing XLReporter project that reports from data in GE iFIX through the local interface can be easily converted to
report fromm OPC. OPC is a standard and can also run from remote PC's.

Delete old connector to iFIX local

Create new connector with the same name to iFIX OPC
Update Real Time Data Groups

Update Real time single tag connections

Update Data Export connections

Update Analytic and Event Frame tags

Update Schedule event conditions

Change the Connector

From the XLReporter Project Explorer, on the right-side Tools tab, in the Connection section, select Connectors.

! Connectors =
R Add .7 Modify < Delete Catalog

MName -« | Provider Description

iFIXDA iFl¥ Realtime values {local)

*

Highlight the connector to the iFIX and note the name. In the above example this is iIFIXDA
Delete the connector

Click Add
Select GE Digital, iFIX Real-time values (OPC)
iFIX Real-time values (OPC) B
Connector Name [iF1xDA |
Description

Primary Server
Name [Intellution OPGIFIX. 1 |

Node local
Test Connection

[] Secondary Server

Intellution OPCIFIX.1

Settings

Can

Enter connector name as the previous connector name (iFIXDA)

The connector requires a Primary Server which, by default has Node set to local.
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Remote Communication to iFIX OPC
If iFIX is installed on a workstation remote from the PLC then uncheck local and set the Node the Machine Name or IP
address where the server is running.

The workstation must also have the OPC core components installed. To determine if the core components are
installed verify the following file exists:

e 64 - bit OS C:\Windows\SysWowé4\OPCEnum.exe
e 32 - bit OS C:\Windows\system32\OPCEnum.exe

If the components are not installed, then they are provided in the tools folder of the installation or from
www.opcfoundation.org.

Server Settings

To connect to iFIX remotely, both the machine where the server is running and the machine where the client is
running must have matching Windows user accounts and the client must be logged in with a matching account.

In addition, on the machine with the OPC DA server, certain DCOM settings must be enabled. For details on what
DCOM settings to enable, see OPC and DCOM: 5 Things You Need to Know.

Windows Firewall

If the Windows Firewall is enabled on the machine where the iFIX OPC server is running TCP Port 135 must be opened
for remote clients to connect.

Update Data Groups

In most cases when a bulk import of tags are converted from GE iFIX Local to iFIX OPC the tag names change from
Node:Tag.F_CV to Node.Tag.F_CV, in other words the colon after the Node changes to a period.

From the XLReporter Project Explorer in the right-side Tools tab, in the Connect section, select Connector Groups.

Connector Groups n
g Add /" Modify < Delete | %g Assign
=-{2] Connectors

5@

.| SchRealTimeData

Open each real fime data group and select Edit, Find and Replace
For Find enter :

For Replace enter.
Click Replace All

) Real-time values - SchRealTimeData (iFIXDA) x

File Edit Preview

Setup  Columns

Selected Columns
Name: Scaling Headina @
*  [THISNODE:AMPS.F CV [ Find and Replace s
THISNODE:HUMIDITY.F_CV
THISNODE IFIX1_BATCH_BULKFLOW F_CV Find ]
THISNODE:FIX1_BATCH_BULKLEVEL F_CV - ]
THISNODE:IFIX1_BATCH_CIPFLOW F_CV
THISNODE!IFIX1_BATCH_CIPLEVEL F_CV
THISNODE:IFIX1_BATCH_MIXLEVELF_CV Find Replace Replace Al
THISNODE!IFIX1_BATCH_MIXOUTFLOW F_CV IFIXT_BATCH_MIXOUTFLOW
THISNODE!FIX1_BATCH_RAMP.F_CV IFIX1_BATCH_RAMP
THISNODE!FIX1_BATCH_REACTORLEVELF CV IFIX1_BATCH_REACTORLEVEL
THISNODEFIX1_BATCH_REACTORTEMP F_CV IFIX1_BATCH_REACTORTEMP
THISNODE!FIX1_BATCH_RECLAIMFLOW.F_CV IFIX1_BATCH_RECLAIMFLOW
THISNODE!FIX1_BATCH_RECLAIMLEVELF CV IFIX1_BATCH_RECLAIMLEVEL
THISNODEKVOLTS F_CV KVOLTS
THISNODE:PRESSUREA_CV PRESSURE
THISNODE:SPEED A_CV SPEED
v
Output Options
Timestamp on first column ~ [ Transpose

[include Heading
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http://www.opcfoundation.org/
https://downloads.smartsights.com/files/Products/XLR/docs/general/OPC%20and%20DCOM%20-%205%20things%20you%20need%20to%20know%20-%20Windows%2010.pdf#page=1

e Select Preview tfo test each real time data group

Update Single Tag Connections

From the XLReporter Project Explorer open the template and from the Connect tab, in the Data section select
Connect.

Shest Any Sheet v Gowp [0 ]

Source
Connector iFIXDA i
Mame |THI5NIEIIZIE.SPEEIZ:I.P«_C\-r v|
Target
Cel v |[scse |6
Type Direct e

e Select the row with the connection and click Modify.
e Change the colon after the Node to a period and click OK
Note, If multiple connections need to be updated use the Export and Import opfions.

Update Data Export Connections

From the XLReporter Project Explorer, open the template. From the Connect tab, in the Data section, select Manage.

Export n

File =
MName Repart 1
Setup  Tag List
Cell Tag Type
3A31 THISNODE.SPEED F_CV Number v
# | add link

e |If there are any Data Export, To Tag List management connections configured, modify each one. In the
configuration, in front of each tag name in the Tag column, add the Device Group Name.
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Update Event Frames
From the XLReporter Project Explorer in the right-side Tools tab, in the Connect section, select Event Frames.
e For each configured Event Frame listed, Modify and if using the iFIX connector, change the colon after the Node
to a period.
Update Analytics
From the XLReporter Project Explorer in the right-side Tools tab, in the Connect section, select Analytics.
& Analytic Designe - o X
File Storage

Data ltems  Schedule

# Modify X Remove

-0 Analytic [Group [ Mame Description Connector Source ~
Z Snapshot .
B e rome Eu 55000 IFIXDA THISNODE:SPEED.F_CV
2 Profie
= Snapshot n
2 Difference
2 Satistc Name 55000 Group D
Description |
Connector | |iFIXDA v
Source |THI5NODE SPEED.F_CV

[ Value Limits
[ Value Deadband

[ Time Deadband

minutes(s)

Cancel

e For each analytic category on the left, change the colon after the Node to a period.
Under the Schedule tab,

¢ Modify any schedule where the Condition is an event from the iFIX connector and change the colon after the
Node to a period

Update Schedule Event Conditions

From the XLReporter Project Explorer in the right-side Tools tab, in the Report section, select Schedule Designer.

5] Schedule Designe Schedule B
Condtion
File Tools Scheduler
o :
g Add . Modify X Delete | %g Outline | oy Test Continuous Connector: || IFIXDA
Condtion Evaww Tag [THISNODESPEEDF CV |
el
= SchRealTimeData sch - Time Based - Morthly Condition: | Equal ar Greater Than ”
Continuous Recur 1 minutes(s); <every day>; 00:00:00 - Event @ Vae
iFDXDA THISNODE:SPEED.F_CV >= 75 IFIXDA
add schedule
[ Recur
Fixed Time 120000 AM 2
1 minutes(s)
Action Time Adustmert: [0 2] (dayls)  ~
Action
& Publish Reports "
. Save Workbook to Wek Pag | At [Emai a Workbook ]
Save Worksheet to Web Pa
Save Workbook to PDF Workbaok [SchReal TmeDataxisx |
- Save Workshest to PDF
- Print Warkbock Configuration |SendEventEmail |
Prirt Worksheet
& Transfer Reports [ Waitto Complete
- FTP a Waorkbook
FTP by a Configuration
Email a Workbook
Emai by a Configuration
WManage Fies and Folders v
< >

Cacel

e For each schedule line set to trigger on an event, modify the schedule line. Under Condition, for Tag, change the
colon after the Node to a period.
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